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1- The 1953 sessions of the American College of Surgeons were held in Sffo Paulo* 
The Conference was called the Inter -American Session, mainly to promote 
interest in the organization among South American doctors. In the past, 
very few South American doctors have met the strict professional quali- 
fications for member ship in the college, and it was hoped this session would 
create enough interest on the part of South American doctors that they 
would take steps to meet the college ’ s requirements and thereby create a 
general improvement in medicine in South America. 

2. In order to interest South American medical men, non-members were per- 
mitted to attend the sessions simply by paying a small registration fee. 
Unfortunately, I believe only a few doctors residing in Sflb Paulo took 
advantage of this concession and no non-member doctors from, other countries 
went to the expense and trouble of traveling to Brazil to attend the con- 
ference , 

3. The conference was held under the auspices of the Sffo Paulo Medical Associ- 
ation /Associate Paulista ue Medicina/ whose headquarters at 278 Avenida 
Brigadeiro Luis Antonio were used for the conference. In addition, the 
Brazilian Medical Association /Associacao M^dica Brasileira7’ and the 
Brazilian College of Surgeons £§ociedade de Medicina e Cirurgio/ aided in 
presenting th* conference. 

h. The first day's sessions were unsatisfactory due to mechanical difficulties. 
A system of simultaneous translations (as used in the UN) had been set up 
so that doctors could understand the lectures being given regardless of 
their language. The -translations were unsatisfactoxy^rapijorently the trans- 
lators' ability under stress had not been tested. It was difficult to 
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understand, due to poor reception in the equipment, the small portions of 
the lectures which the interpreters managed to translate - Projectors 
which vere used to show moving pictures of operative technique broke down 
on several occasions and considerable time was lost before repairs were! 
made and competent operators secured.. 

5. After the confusion cf the first day was corrected, the program was 
carried out very efficiently. I was impressed with the facilities which 
X saw during demonstration operations in the SKo Paulo hospitals. The 
schedule for lectures, films, and operations was very heavy, and each 
doctor hod time only to attend those subjects which most vitally interested 
him # I wo uld have liked to have spent more time visiting the hospitals 

in Sfio. Paulo, but the convention schedule precluded this. 

6. Fraternization between doctors from various countries could have been better. 
The bulk of the doctors were from the US and Brazil, with only a few doctors 
from other countries • 3ecause of language barriers , the doctors did not 
intermingle freely. Brazilian members of the college invited US doctors 

to their homes for dinner, each Brazilian inviting four or five doctors 
and their wives; again, due to language difficulties, this was not a success. 
A great many South American doctors speak English, but there were not 
enough in atten dan ce at the conference to lessen the language problem 

7* US doctors were impressed with the ability of some of the South American 
doctors „ Xn particular, they weri impressed with Dr Horacio Resano o: I 
Buenos Aires who demonstrated new techniques in the removal of cancers of 
the esophagus . Dr Benedic to Montenegr o, who is considered the best surgeon 
in South America for his ability to perform gastric resection for stenosing 
duodenal ulcer, was also considered outstanding. 

8. US doctors observed the meticulous care South American doctors paid to the 
details of operations. In the US, it is the practice of surgeons to per- 
•- form operations in less time because of the availability of blood, blood 
plasma, and intravenous solutions; whereas, South American doctors have 
developed the technique of slow, meticulous operations in which very little 
blopa is lost and in which the surgeon pays great, attention to the details 
which In the US would be performed by assistants. In Argentina, this 
technique is necessary because ol the shortage of blood plasma and the | 
high cost of intravenous solutions - In Brazil, where these products oije 
available, the same careful procedure is followed Inasmuch as it is the 
preferred procedure in South America. I feel that South American doctors 
v think that US doctors are a bit wasteful in this re garth. 


9„ The program presented a collection of the newest and most advanced tech- 
niques in surgery, and I feel that the convention was extremely worth- J 
while. I gained a great deftl of knowledge by attending the conference;, 
but I wish that more time had been available so I could have attended more 
leetureo and demonstrations. 

- end - 
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